THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADAR1YAH

considered alms, even if its value was below two hundred
dirhams. If analogy has no* place in this definition of his
.and there is no< reference to it in the Koran, or the true
tradition, then his definition comes only as the whisper of
Satan who invites him to error.

His nineteenth heresy is his view that faith is the avoid-
ing of major sins. The result of this view was that he re-
garded words and deeds as in no way faith. Furthermore,
prayer, as regards its performance, is neither faith nor
drawn from faith; for faith is the forsaking of major sins.
At the same time he held that both the acts and their for-
saking are virtue. As to this, men before him were divided,
some saying that all prayer was faith, and others that noth-
ing in prayer was faith. Al-Nazzam differed from both of
these groups, however, claiming that whereas prayer is not
faith, the forsaking of major sins is.

His twentieth heresy conies under the head of the future
life. It was his view that scorpions, snakes, beetles, bees,
flies, scarabs, dogs and swine, as well as the rest of the ani-
mals and insects, enter heaven. He claimed also* that every-
one and everything that Allah judges worthy of heaven is
not necessarily of a different grade of precedence. Accord-
ingly he claimed that Abraham the son of the prophet of
Allah could not in heaven have precedence over the children
oi the faithful. Nor do the children of the faithful in
heaven differ in degree, pleasure or grade from the snakes,
scorpions and beetles, because there is no work for the latter
just as there is no work for the former. Thus he limits the
Lord of the worlds from making a difference for the chil-
dren of the prophets, by giving them more pleasure than he
bestows on the insects. Al-Nazzam did not even stop here,
but went on to say that the Lord of the worlds did not even
have the power to do this. Moreover, he claimed that Allah
bestowed on the prophets only that which he bestowed on
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